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SUNBURST
prOJects

As we close out 2025, Sunburst Projects looks ahead with hope and a renewed
commitment to the community we serve. The need for free, comprehensive HIV
services continues to grow, and your support helps us show up for individuals
and families impacted by HIV across Sacramento county every single day.

Community-based organizations are essential now more than ever. Your

generosity strengthens our programs, expands access to life-changing care, and
helps ensure that those affected by HIV receive the support they deserve.

This holiday season, please consider making a year-end gift to Sunburst
Projects, and remember to support your local nonprofit organizations that uplift
the Sacramento community. Your kindness truly makes a difference.

SCAN THE QR CODE OR TEXT “YEARGIVING25"” TO 44-321 TO DONATE

Ssunburst Projects is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization Tax ID#68-0239282. Your contribution is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

HIV Services uSUNBURST

P r‘OJCCtS
B Medical Case Management M Social Services — Food & Transportation For more information visit:
sunburstprojects.org
orcall: (916) 440-0889g
M 340B Pharmacy Program M Youth Program & Services S T

M Mental Health Services M Eligibility Services — Covered CA & ADAP

iOfrecemos Todos los Servicios en Espaiiol! 'i SLTLUSIpo Reb
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world nlns nav 2025 In sacramenlo by Paul Curtis, Sunburst Projects

he Sacramento HIV/AIDS community stepped forward again this year to recognize World AIDS

Day 2025, designated on December 1st every year. Since 1988 it has been a day dedicated to

raising awareness across the world on the AIDS pandemic caused by the spread of the HIV
virus while mourning those we have lost to the disease and honoring those still living with the virus.
It has been recognized around the world by governments and communities until this year, when our
very own federal government chose not to recognize the day and ordered federal employees not to

post or do anything to honor the day. PUBLISHER
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partners to support and assist those who are EDITOR

living with HIV/AIDS, while also working to
end the epidemic through prevention and
education efforts.
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In Sacramento World AIDS Day kicked off ~ “Since 1988, December 1st has been provide services to those living with or Chris Narloch
with a Press Conference at Sacramento City ~ recognized as World AIDS Day to honor affected by HIV/AIDS in attendance included
Hall co-sponsored by Mayor Pro Tem Eric those we have lost to the AIDS Virus while ~ Sunburst Projects, the Sacramento LGBT FSQIP_IIES
Guerra and Councilmember Mai Vang. In remembering those who are still living with ~ Center, Harm Reduction Services, Golden red raimer
addition to Mayor Pro Tem Guerra, also HIV,” stated Mayor Pro Tem Eric Guerra. Rule Services, SANE, RX Healthcare, Sierra CONTRIBUTING
attending and speaking were Vice Mayor “The Federal Government has chosen to Foothills AIDS Foundation and the Catholic WRITERS
Karina Talamantes, County Supervisor Patrick ignore the annual recognition this year and ~ HIVAIDS Ministry. Chris Allan
Kennedy and City Council Members Caity disrespect the work community members, In the evening an event open to the public Mattll)l?w Bllglmlgame
Maple, Phil Pluckebaum, Lisa Kaplan, and health officials and elected officials have was held at Sacramento State University in Cheis Narloch
Roger Dickinson. Also attending and speaking done to ensure that the virus is the Union Ballroom. Dinner was provided, Judy Saint
were Rev. MacArthur Flournoy, Vice Chair of ~ destigmatized and eradicated. Today, we AIDS Memorial Quilts were on display and Mark Segal
the Ryan White Planning Council, and Dr. must come together as a community to there were resource tables from all of the Ron Tackitt
Olivia Kasirye, Public Health Officer for raise awareness and have honest local HIV/AIDS agencies serving the
Sacramento County. All of the speakers called conversations that HIV/AIDS is still with us ~ community, as well as other companies. The PHOTOGRAPHY
out the loss of national recognition of the day through education, compassion, and unity. keynote speaker was Dr. Stuart Cohen, and Chris Allan
and called for a renewed commitment to Let’s continue the work to end the stigma the Sacramento Gay Mens Chorus performed Rahn
ending the HIV epidemic through prevention and find a cure.” as well. It was followed by a candlelight vigil
efforts and education. Representatives from local agencies that outside.
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Flu and COVID Vaccines Available Now!
Visit PucciRX.com for an easy, quick appointment

Puccr’s PHARMACY

* SACRAMENTO’S PRESCRIPTION CENTER SINCE 1930 ¢

HERE TO
SERVE

Our pharmacists are trained to understand
the healthcare needs of the community by
providing a judgement-free environment
for patients to be transparent about their
needs. Committed and trustworthy for over
95 years in Sacramento.

Immunizations & Travel Medicine
HIV & STl Testing

PrEP/PEP Prescribing

Flu & Strep Testing

Compliance Medication Packaging
Smoking Cessation

Hormonal Contraception Prescribing
Pet Medications

3257 Folsom Blvd
Sacramento, CA 95816
PucciRX.com

(916) 442-5891

M-F 9-6, Sat 9-1
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Committed to Ensuring a Healthy Community!
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HVAC emergencies don’t schedule themselves—and neither should
your marketing! Stay top-of-mind with Sacramento’s LGBTQ+
community, so when the furnace falters or the AC goes on strike,
your business is the first one they call. It’s easier (and more
affordable) than you think—reach out today and let’s make sure
you're the hero when the heat—or the chill—hits!
Advertise with Outword today.

Call or Email Fred Today
fred@outwordmagazine.com
916-329-9280

outWord

digital media &

Sacramento’s only online LGBTQ+ Publication
www.outwordmagazine.com

Read Outword for Free Online  oiBfnay

Scan this thingy '

@ Outword Magazine

el VA

/

National Park Free Entry Changes

n a move that feels less like policy and more like performance,

the current administration has removed free entry to America’s

national parks on Martin Luther King Jr. Day and Juneteenth—
two holidays rooted in collective struggle, progress, and freedom—
while approving free park entry on Trump’s own birthday.

Arches National Park, Utah

e

For years, MLK Day and Juneteenth may argue it’s simply a change in the

have been among the designated fee-free
days, offering families and communities—
especially those historically excluded from
public lands—a chance to experience the
country’s most treasured spaces without
financial barriers. These days weren't
symbolic add-ons. They sent a message
that public lands belong to everyone, and
that reflection, history, and access matter.
Replacing those dates with free
admission on a former president’s
birthday sends a very different signal. It
reframes national parks not as shared
cultural heritage, but as props in a
personal legacy project. While supporters

calendar, the contrast is difficult to ignore:
holidays honoring civil rights and
emancipation are out, while a self-
celebratory date is in.

National parks exist beyond politics—or
at least they should. They are places of
learning and connection, particularly for
communities that have long been told,
implicitly or explicitly, that these spaces
were not meant for them. Stripping access
on days that commemorate equality, while
spotlighting an individual’s birthday,
undermines that broader mission.

Public lands are part of our shared story,
and that story should be for all citizens.
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program, a festive holiday initiative that will donate a total of $15,000

to 10 local nonprofit organizations serving Elk Grove and Sacramento
County. Beginning December 1, Sky River Rewards members can vote
once per day at promotional kiosks for their favorite creatively decorated
48-inch holiday wreaths, which are on display near the casino cashier. Each
participating nonprofit will receive $1,000, with additional donations awarded
to the top three vote-getters: $2,500 for first place, $1,500 for second, and
$1,000 for third. Wreaths of Hope runs through December 31, with winners
announced at an awards ceremony on January 13, 2026, reinforcing Sky River

Casino’s ongoing commitment to community support and charitable giving.
Sky River Casino web site.

S ky River Casino has launched voting for its 4th Annual Wreaths of Hope

916.600.2039
mark.peters@cbnorcal.com
www.markpeters.biz

"Our heart is in a beautiful colonial
with the most incredible sunporch
we've every seen!"
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"Barb and Steve were dream
clients. Their new home is a
perfect fir for their lifestyle."
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Attorney General Bonta Pushes
Back Against Fetleral Subpoenas
Targeting Gender-Affirming Gare

alifornia Attorney General Rob Bonta has joined a coalition

of 20 attorneys general in challenging the U.S. Department of

Justice’s ongoing attempts to obtain private medical records
connected to gender-affirming care at children’s hospitals.

Filed in the US. District Court for the
District of Colorado, the multistate amicus
brief supports Children’s Hospital Colorado’s
request to quash a federal subpoena seeking
extensive documentation — including highly
sensitive patient records — related to care
provided to transgender adolescents.

At the center of the dispute is a subpoena
issued by the US. DOJ in July, demanding
detailed information about patients and their
families, including names, dates of birth,
home addresses, and Social Security
numbers. Children’s Hospital Colorado
responded by filing a lawsuit, arguing that
the request represents a serious violation of
patient privacy and medical ethics.

“This subpoena is an unjust attack on the
privacy of transgender adolescents and a
threat to effective healthcare,” said Attorney
General Bonta in a statement. He added that
the federal government’s approach risks
interfering with doctors’ ability to provide
appropriate, evidence-based treatment — not
just in gender-affirming care, but across
medical fields where off-label prescriptions

are a standard practice.

In their brief, the attorneys general argue
that the subpoena infringes on states’ rights
to regulate medical care under the Tenth
Amendment. They also challenge the DOJ’s
interpretation of the federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act, warning that accepting such a
narrow reading could disrupt numerous
areas of modern medicine where off-label
drug use is both common and medically
necessary.

This is not the first time Attorney General
Bonta has taken on similar actions. Earlier
this fall, he joined multistate efforts opposing
comparable subpoenas aimed at Boston
Children’s Hospital and the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia — both of which
were ultimately rejected by the courts.

Joining California in the filing are
attorneys general from Colorado,
Massachusetts, New York, Oregon,
Washington, and more than a dozen other
states, signaling a broad and growing
pushback against federal overreach into
personal healthcare decisions affecting
transgender youth.

outwordmagazine.com
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Therapy
Outdoor Wellness

Workshops & Retreats

Clinical Supervision

I'm Dr. Ryan Cheperka,
LGBTQ+ affirming
licensed psychologist.

~ Join me in redefining healing.

In a world that moves fast, go slow.

SnailsPaceTherapy.com

You deserve clarity about your healthcare
and access to plans that serve your needs.

Open Enroliment is happening now

and Covered California is here to help you.
Certified enrollment experts can help you
compare plans, check if your doctors and
medications are covered, and find out what
financial support you qualify for. Plus, we
provide LGBTQ+ community-specific resources
and care, with coverage that shows up for you.

Enroll by December 31.

() SOVERED | Ffoucos
i) CALIFORNIA | californians

Call 800-300-1506 for free, confidential enrollment help.
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For 30 years, Outword Magazine - Sacramen’ro‘is‘lw\gﬂﬁ.t, .r@nn||ngTGBTQ+ publlca’non has
been a trusted voice, sharing stories, uplifting our community, and keeping you informed.

A
Now more than ever, LGBTQ+ media ma’rters, especially given the cks mir

community has already suffered. This is why we’ve launched ription and reader
support donor service to help keep Outword as a resource that ensures vital information
continues to flow.

Please consider making a contribution, in the dollar amount that works for you, using our
relaunched Outword Rainbow Fund. Every contribution will make a difference and with a
simple, and secure transaction, you can show your support.

We are proud to be one of the LGBTQ+ voices for the Sacramento community over the years,
and we are committed to continuing for years to come. Let’s not let our voices be silenced.

Help us continue getting the Word Out.

Thank you, from the Outword team.

For more information please email us or give us a call:
fred@outwordmagazine.com
916-329-9280

www.outwordmagazine.com



https://outwordmagazine.com/rainbow-fund/
mailto:fred@outwordmagazine.com

VAT '
or . A
?.:T{E:e?ag | 4 IIZ o o LS HAA AFA W W

W, /m\; \\w//sedsomc‘»l},greefmgs -
e A hotos and words b
S SR &l T o Out PO Cois Al

he Sacramento Women’s
I Chorus (SWC), led by Artistic
Director Rachel Jackson,
performed in the Capitol Rotunda
on Friday, December 5 as part of
the annual holiday music program.
SWC was started in 1987 by a
dedicated group of lesbian singers
and has expanded over the years.
Today they continue to champion
the “issues of equality and rights
for women and the LGBTQI+
community as well as peace and
freedom for all.” Also performing
was Inner Harmony, SWC’s a
cappella small group ensemble, led
by Dr. Cindy Chaffee.
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- Eric Grove, DDS
++Kendall Homer, DMD Inc.

Find Your Dental

We strive to build lasting
relationships with our patients and
deliver optimal dental carein a
caring and empathetic environment.

We have been in practice at the same location since 1961.

¥

Youth
Dentistry

Our Services Include:

<
g

Implant
Restoration

£
W

Cosmetic
Dentistry

fe)

General
Dentistry

W

Emergency
Care

Give Us a Call Today or Visit Our Website for More Information

9216 Kiefer Blvd. Ste. 5 « Sacramento, CA 95826
916-363-9171 « www.GroveHomerDentists.com

Let’s collaborate for your financial future.

STEELE
FINANCIAL
PARTNERS

kP

Z

Judy Steele, Financial Advisor
CA Insurance License #0A24401

916.846.7733 | judy@steelefinancial.org
www.steelefp.com

Securities and Advisory services offered through LPL Financial, a registered
investment advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC
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Political Power: Gavin
Newsom Brings Galifornia’s
Governor to the Gomic Page

olitics may seem an unlikely subject for a comic book,

but TidalWave Comics has spent the past 15 years proving

otherwise. The publisher’s long-running Political Power series
continues to turn headlines into illustrated biography, and its
newest release, Political Power: Gavin Newsom, is available now in

j “Focns ooy - 4
GAVIN
NEWSOM

AFTER TWO DECADES IN THE
TRENCHES OF SAN FRANCISED
POLITIES, GAVIN CHRISTOPHER

NEWSOM STOOD READY TO
LEAD AMERICA'S MOST
COMPLICATED STATE.

Written by Michael Frizell and illustrated
by Martin Gimenez, with a cover by Pablo
Martinena, the 22-page issue traces the rise
of California’s 40th governor through a
fast-moving blend of storytelling and
artwork. From Newsom’s early days as a San
Francisco entrepreneur backed by the Getty
family to his evolution into a nationally
recognized political figure, the comic captures
a career shaped by bold choices and high-
stakes moments.

For LGBTQ+ readers, Newsom’s legacy
includes one of the most defining political
acts of the early 21st century: his decision as
San Francisco mayor to defy state law and
allow same-sex marriages in 2004. The
biography also explores his tenure as
lieutenant governor and governor, including
guiding California through the COVID-19
pandemic and surviving a highly publicized

recall attempt. The result is a portrait of a
politician marked by ambition, controversy,
and resilience.

TidalWave publisher Darren G. Davis
describes the company’s biographical comics
as a response to readers looking for
something beyond superheroes. Frizell
echoes that sentiment, noting that the series
focuses on the person behind the politician,
aiming for a balanced and well-researched
portrayal rather than partisan commentary.

Political Power: Gavin Newsom joins recent
entries featuring figures such as Kamala
Harris, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Joe Biden,
and Alexander Hamilton. As politics
continues to dominate everyday conversation,
TidalWave’s comic biographies offer a
surprisingly engaging way to step back,
reflect, and see familiar figures from a new
perspective. Tidal Wave Comics

outwordmagazine.com
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“The Dogs of Uenice” by
Stevan crOWIev book review by Terri Schlichenmeyer

ne person. Two, twelve, twenty, you can still feel alone in a

crowded room if it’s a place you don’t want to be. People say,

though, that that’s no way to do the holidays; you're supposed
to Make Merry, even when your heart’s not in it. Youre supposed to
feel happy, no matter what - even when, as in “The Dogs of Venice”
by Steven Rowley, the Christmas tinsel seems tarnished.
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Right up until the plane door closed Paul held hope that Darren would decide to come on
the vacation theyd planned for and saved for, for months.

Alas, Darren was a no-show, which was not really a surprise. Three weeks before the
departure, hed announced that their marriage wasn't working for him anymore, and that he
wanted a divorce. Paul had said he was going on the vacation anyhow. Why waste a perfectly
good flight, or an already-booked B&B? He was going to Venice.

Darren just rolled his eyes.

Was that a metaphor for their entire marriage? Darren had always accused Paul of
wanting too much. He indicated now that he felt stifled. Still, Darren’s unhappiness hit Paul
broadside and so there was Paul, alone in a romantic Italian city, fighting with an espresso
machine in a loft owned by someone who looked like a frozen-food spokeswoman.

He couldn't speak or understand Italian very well. He didn’t know his way around, and he
got lost really often. But he felt anchored by a dog.

The dog - he liked to call it his dog - was a random stray, like so many others wandering
around Venice unleashed, but this dog’s confidence and insouciant manner inspired Paul. If a
dog could be like that, well, why couldn’t he?

He knew he wasn’t unlovable but solo holidays stunk and he hated his situation. Maybe
the dog had a lesson to teach him: could you live a wonderful life without someone to watch
out for, pet, and care for you?

Pick up “The Dogs of Venice,” and you might think to yourself that it won’t take long to
read. At under 100 pages, youd be right - which just gives you time to turn around and read
it again. Because you’ll want to.

In the same way that you poke your tongue at a sore tooth, author Steven Rowley makes
you want to remember what it’s like to be the victim of a dead romance. You can do it here
safely because you simply know that Paul is too nice for it to last too long. No spoilers,
though, except to say that this novel is about love - gone, resurrected, misdirected - and it
unfolds in exactly the way you hope it will. All in a neat evenings’ worth of reading. Perfect.

One thing to note: the Christmas setting is incidental and could just as well be any season,
which means that this book is timely, no matter when you want it. So grab “The Dogs of

McMartin" gran lelern .
REALTY BRE#00997069
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Venice,” enjoy it twice with your book group, with your love, or read it alone.
outwordmagazine.com

Don’t be out of sight and out of mind when customers need a new
mortgage. Keep your business top-of-mind with Sacramento’s LGBTQ+
community. It’s easy, affordable, and you can be the hero who helps
people get into their dream home!

Advertise with Outword today.

Call or Email Fred Today
fred@outwordmagazine.com
916-329-9280
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Read Outword for Free Online
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*2 Convenient Local'ions
* Evening Appointments Available
* Open Saturdays
* PEP and PREP
*We are proud to be Telehealth Providers

GREENHAVEN

7248 SOUTH LAND PARK DR. #205
SACRAMENTO, CA 95831
APPOINTMENTS: 916-392-4000

WEST SACRAMENTO
2101 STONE BLVD., SUITE 190
WEST SACRAMENTO, CA 95691
APPOINTMENTS: 916-371-4939

Please Follow Us on Facebook: @RiverBendMed and
Check Out Our Website: www.rbmafamilydocs.com

Pipes burst, drains clog, and toilets stage surprise takeovers... and guess
who your customers will call first? Keep your business top-of-mind with
Sacramento’s LGBTQ+ community. It's easy, affordable, and you can be

the hero in coveralls!
Advertise with Outword today.

Call or Email Fred Today
fred@outwordmagazine.com

916-329-9280
outWord

digital media % il
Read Outword for Free Online _ :
Scan this thingy E ]

Sacramento’s only online LGBTQ+ Publication
www.outwordmagazine.com
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sr SP(:A rllls llmon sSquare
with Fur and Holiday Heart

owntown San Francisco gets an extra dose of holiday magic

this season as the San Francisco SPCA returns with its

beloved Holiday Windows at Macy’s Union Square—now in
its 39th year. Wednesdays through Sundays, from noon to 5 p.m.
through December 31, the windows will be home to irresistibly
adorable cats and dogs, all available for adoption and ready to steal
hearts. It’s a tradition that turns window-shopping into something
truly meaningful, inviting visitors to celebrate the animals already
in their lives while helping others find loving homes. Full details
can be found at sfspca.org/holiday.

Here are a couple of dogs that

were avaialble for adoption, as
of publication date.

Speckle

Humphrey

The festivities extend well beyond the windows. On Saturday, December 13, the SF SPCA
invites the community to spread some extra cheer with a Shelter Animal Toy Drive at Winter
Walk (Stockton at O’Farrell). From 11 am. to 5 p.m., guests can donate new toys for cats and
dogs waiting for their forever families, while Cirque du Soleil ECHO cast members and
Animal-Assisted Therapy Animals make special appearances from 11 am. to 1 p.m.

Visitors can also stop by the SF SPCA booth at Winter Walk on select December dates to
meet therapy animals, snap photos, and shop SF SPCA swag and personalized gifts—perfect
for animal lovers on your list.

Adding to the holiday goodwill, the SF SPCA has partnered with Cirque du Soleil ECHO
on a special seasonal collaboration. Theatergoers receive 25% off tickets, and for every ticket
sold through the offer, $3 is donated to support the SPCA's lifesaving work.

As Union Square shines throughout the season, the Holiday Windows also spotlight the joy
of adoption. To help place more than 500 animals into homes, the SF SPCA is offering Name
Your Price adoptions for all animals over five months old during the entire holiday period.
Those ready to welcome a new best friend can browse adoptable pets at sfspca.org/adopt—
because nothing says holidays quite like coming home with a little extra love.

outwordmagazine.com
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upgrade for any kitchen. Crafted from natural porcelain clay

and shaped entirely by hand, it feels warm and intentional—
more like a favorite utensil than a mass-produced gadget. Each
curve is designed to gently remove herbs from their stems without
crushing delicate leaves or sacrificing flavor. It’s practical, beautiful,
and a quiet reminder that good cooking starts with tools made to
be used and enjoyed. Click here to get your very own.

This handmade pottery herb stripper is a small but thoughtful

APPYLOUR

)
ooking for a gift that feels thoughtful, indulgent, and a
Llittle unexpected? AppyHour Box turns ordinary evenings
into something worth savoring with curated selections
of artisan cheeses, premium charcuterie, and perfectly paired
accompaniments, all delivered straight to the door. Each box is
hand-assembled by expert cheesemongers and features small-batch
makers you won't find at the grocery store, along with tasting
notes and pairing suggestions to guide the experience. It’s the
kind of gift that invites people to slow down, share a moment, and
discover new favorites — ideal for hosts, food lovers, or anyone who
appreciates a beautifully assembled “appy hour” at home.
How it works:

outwordmagazine.com
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SoME THINGS IN [LIFR
SHQULD BE STRAIGHT!

| GROWING TO SERVE YOU BETTER.
o NEw ExpANDED LOCATION & SERVICES.
: SAME GREAT CARE.

_‘ DR T‘ﬂ..ER

¥ CHIROPRACTIC * DECOMPRESSION / IDD THERAPY
Rep LigHT THERAFY * PILATES » MASSAGE

w.ﬂ?’:

Tue HeavuinG ToucH CHIROPR ACTIC

(916) 447-3344
1210 G STtrEET = SacramenTo, Ca 95814

Pl_ﬁh—r‘.-' OF FREE P.a.mcwc!
www. FodMyYBAcCk.coM

home cleaning

4 Person Hours
of Cleaning
$180

6 Person Hours
of Cleaning
$235

8 Person Hours
of Cleaning
$325

916.833.8510

Call for details.
Restrictions apply.
We also offer
first-time booking
| promotion, as well as
Senior discounts!

¥ info@house-2-om.com
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http://www.fixmyback.com
mailto:mail%40thecustomerfactor.com?subject=House%202%20Om%20Home%20Cleaning%20Sacramento
https://www.ackermanshop.com/products/🔥last-day-50-off-pottery-herb-strip-per?utm_campaign=120238523576560212&utm_adset=120238523576620212&utm_ad=120238523576580212&utm_medium=paid&utm_source=fb&utm_id=120238523576560212&utm_content=120238523576580212&utm_term=120238523576620212&fbclid=IwY2xjawOimzlleH-RuA2FlbQEwAGFkaWQBqyxM37wNxHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7nvJsQQ9ugzbyzJvV-0PIZnwh3UQuiirVUBpjUQ8qXAevnxwKomlNtoKjdHg_aem_vRaFWkTHBlS5_Qzt8KMo_A

https://www.ackermanshop.com
https://appyhourbox.com/pages/how-it-works
https://appyhourbox.com/pages/how-it-works
https://www.sfspca.org/adoptions/dogs/
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TEAM SACRAMENTO

_ommunity Engagement Team

OUR MAIN GOAL
To create a platform that educates, engages and empowers people, businesses and places, especially
areas and residents that have been disproportionally underserved.

HOW WE MEET OUR GOAL

Eliminate communication barriers, including values, culture and/or language
Creating social events and programming that can be catered to specific communities, neighborhoods

and/or language groups
Develop and foster an environment of trust and confidence between community, stakeholders and City

Council.

MEET THE TEAM

Lynette Hall
Community Engagement Manager
lhall@cityofsacramento.org

Greg Garcia
Community Engagement Analyst
ggarcial@cityofsacramento.org

Alicia Scholer
Language Access Coordinator
ascholer@cityofsacramento.org

g% Danielle Susa
B Community Engagement Analyst
dsusa@cityofsacramento.org

Amy Williamson
Financial Empowerment Manager
awilliamson@cityofsacramento.org

Jessica Davalos-Prieto
Community Engagement Analyst
jdavalosprieto@cityofsacramento.org

Ari Green
Community Engagement Analyst
agreenl@cityofsacramento.org

Visit to
stay up to date on City
programs, resources and
opportunities.

@ cityofsacramento.org/ce
B ce@cityofsacramento.org

STAY CONNECTED

It's an easy way to engage Our SacVibes Podcast YOU ARE INVITED! CityConnect is a
with us and learn more highlights City staff & monthly mixer series where
about the city! upcoming projects that Sacramento residents can meet
are relevant to you. City staff. Mixers occur monthl
Jnstaonam _ every third Thursday, at smal
Instagram  facebook 0[]0 businesses throughout the City.

)

@ceteamsac cityofsacramento.gov/sacvibes cityofsacramento.gov/cityconnect



http://cityofsacramento.org/ce

L

outWord
digital media % 1

\‘i%/ m4

AUTOMOTIVER mCA -mi-in

clean as their tech, this Slate Auto logo pocket T-shirt hits just

the right note. Made from heavyweight cotton with a classic
fit, it’s the kind of shirt that feels right whether you're in the garage,
at a cars-and-coffee meetup, or just repping the future of mobility
out in the wild. The understated chest pocket logo gives a subtle
nod to Slate Auto’s bold, EV-driven vision—perfect for someone
who appreciates smart design and future innovation. Comfortable
and quietly cool, it'’s an easy win for anyone who’s already looking
ahead to what’s next. Order here:

For the forward-thinking gear-head who likes their style as

f youre searching for a gift that feels both special and
Iunmistakably Californian, Point Reyes Farmstead Cheese

Company delivers. From their world-famous Original Blue to
softer, crowd-pleasing classics, these artisan cheeses capture the
flavor of coastal pastures and thoughtful craftsmanship. Beautifully
packaged gift sets make giving easy, whether youre shopping for a
serious cheese lover or someone who simply appreciates good food.
Bonus points: Point Reyes is proudly women-owned and rooted in
sustainable farming, so this is a gift that tastes good and feels good,
t00. Order yours here.

outwordmagazine.com
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Feeling Good Ahout Holiday
shopping at Gostco This Year

or many shoppers, a Costco run is already a cherished winter
Ftradition — the giant wreaths, the bakery’s warm cinnamon

scent, the sample carts handing out little bites of cheer. But
this year, there’s a newfound sense of appreciation for the retail
giant, and it’s not just about the jumbo pumpkin pies or the

beautifully priced champagne. It’s about values.

Costco has been in the headlines lately support real people — employees, families,
after taking a rare stand: pushing back on and everyday consumers.

federal tariffs that have And let’s be honest:
driven up consumer Costco during the
prices, while refusing holidays is its own
to roll back its o kind of magic. Rows
long-standing - | of beautifully
diversity, equity, and _——_mms wrapped gift sets,
inclusion Am—— electronics priced in
commitments. In a a way that makes
season when so many GGLDSW MEMBER big splurges feel
companies stay quiet &Eﬂmﬂm‘a possible, wines

or take the path of / worthy of any

least resistance, Costco festive table, and the
chose simply to remain... Costco. The  comfort of knowing you're getting quality at

same company that pays above-average
wages, promotes internal advancement, and
has long taken pride in representing the
communities it serves.

For shoppers, that means something. It
feels good to know that the place where
you're buying your holiday treats, toys, and
that wildly oversized poinsettia is also a
place standing firm on principles that

a fair price in a moment when affordability
matters more than ever.

So if you find yourself pushing a cart the
size of a small moon through those familiar
aisles this December, enjoy the feeling. You're
not just stocking up — you're supporting a
company willing to fight for fair pricing and
hold onto its values. That’s a holiday win all
around.
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EARTH ) GUARD

Pest Services

Serving the Environment and You

We are your Sacramento
Valley Pest Control Experts

As Our Customer,
You Deserve...

» Safety and Security
from Household Pests

* Residential
e  Commercial/Real Estate

Cost-Effective,
Professional, Friendly

A
Contact Us Today! 916-457-7605
contact@earthguardpest.corrlaﬁ)\k

e Green Services J
e Full-Service Pest Control

e Bird Abatement o PetFriendly

Outword Magazine @
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https://www.costco.com
https://www.slate.auto/en/store/AMT0014
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https://pointreyescheese.com/?fbclid=IwY2xjawOZY_9leHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF5dG4yeUs3dGZEdGdKcUoxc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHlJihyFsXxI58qb6Ed7q04E1v2xmeX8hN7_t4FRZtmHW-Yq0Nb0BlsYsMOcG_aem_Cu-OiKQIVJxCnowkhmW-Dg
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“Black Nativity” at Gelehration Arts
Plus, “1 And You” at Gapital Stage

acramento’s Celebration Arts and Capital Stage wrap up 2025
with intriguing productions that look like safe bets for theater

fans searching for entertainment this holiday season.
E o

Capital Stage brings the year to a close with another stealth production that, while not
explicitly a holiday play, deals with themes of connectedness and grace that are perfect for
the season.

“I And You” begins with two high school students thrown together on an assignment
from their English teacher - a poetry project inspired by Walt Whitman’s “Leaves of
Grass.”

Anthony loves jazz and plays basketball, while Caroline prefers Elvis Presley and her
turtle - the emotional support stuffed animal helps her deal with the liver disease that
keeps her homebound. Their initially adversarial relationship warms into an actual
friendship, before the play’s late-breaking twist arrives to change everything.

That revelation - and it's a whopper - came as a total surprise to this reviewer (and
apparently the rest of the audience on opening night), and the less you know about the
play going in, the better.

McKenna Sennett and Braeden Harris bring considerable skill and emotion to the
production, and if you're fond of plays with tricks up their sleeves, then this is the one for
you.

“I And You” continues through Dec. 28. For more information, go to: https://capstage.org

Black Nativity

Closing out their theater season
this holiday season, Sacramento’s
Celebration Arts presents this
joyous retelling of the traditional
Nativity story in music, dance and
Verse.

[ was unable to review the show
before our deadline, but I can
disclose that “Black Nativity” is a
gospel “song play” based on the
Gospel of St. Luke, using the poetry
of Langston Hughes and performed
by an all-Black cast of singers,
actors, dancers and musicians.

One of the first plays authored by
an African-American to be
performed on Broadway (it debuted
in 1961), “Black Nativity” delivers a
powerful message of joy, hope,
victory and liberation, and don’t we
all need that right about now.

“Black Nativity” performs through
Dec. 21, 2025, at Celebration Arts in
Sacramento, and tickets are going
fast. Please visit:
www.celebrationarts.net

@ Outword Magazine

Tavina Lynn and Ayinde Fletcher
costar in “Black Nativity” at
Celebration Arts
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Experience the Holidays with
Ktina, in Theatres

he holidays are about to get a little more glamorous.

“Christina Aguilera: Christmas in Paris” is heading

to theatres nationwide for two special nights only—
December 14 and December 21—bringing a cinematic holiday
concert experience that’s equal parts intimate, elegant, and
joyfully over the top.

Photo courtey of
Fathom Entertainment

Presented as part of Fathom’s Holiday Concert Series, the film captures Aguilera in rare
form, celebrating the 25th anniversary of her beloved album My Kind of Christmas. Filmed
before just 250 invited guests on a winter-garden terrace overlooking Paris’s Musée du Quai
Branly, the setting is pure romance. As the FEiffel Tower sparkles like a towering Christmas
tree, Xtina delivers a stunning blend of classic holiday favorites and iconic career-spanning
hits, all wrapped in old-world charm and modern polish.

Directed and executive produced by Emmy® Award winner Sam Wrench (Taylor Swift:
The Eras Tour, Billie Eilish: Live at the 02), Christmas in Paris goes far beyond a standard
concert film. Dreamy Parisian interludes sweep viewers through the City of Light, while a
daring, visually rich cabaret sequence filmed inside the legendary Crazy Horse adds a bold,
unmistakably Aguilera edge to the festivities.

The result is a holiday experience that feels personal yet cinematic, nostalgic yet daring—
perfect whether youre a longtime fan or simply looking for something a little more fabulous
than another round of holiday reruns. It’s tinsel with attitude, tradition with a twist, and a
reminder that Christmas music can still surprise.

Tickets for Christina Aguilera: Christmas in Paris are on sale now through Fathom
Entertainment. Check local listings for showtimes and make it a holiday night out—Parisian
style. Click here to purchase your tickets.

outwordmagazine.com
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2025-26 SEASON

BROADWAY SAFE CREDIT UNION PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

ON TOUR

SEASON SPONSOR UCDAVISHEALTH

'\ ST l'llf’

Dhocy

THE

LioN KiNa

THE WORLD'S #1 MUSICAL

FEB 3 - 7, 2026 | ON SALE NOW

¥
gt The Musical, Musical. The Musical 5§ | ' L |
FEB 17 - 22, 2026 | ON SALE NOW . APR 8 - 19, 2026 | ON SALE NOW '
L ' . : . - . o . “ .

EXPERIENCE WHERE BREAMS BE6IN.

\\N
'rmgw MMHF

£

MAY 13 - 24, 2026 | ON SALE NOW



https://www.broadwaysacramento.com/production/disneys-the-lion-king/
https://www.broadwaysacramento.com/production/moulin-rouge-the-musical-2-2/
https://www.broadwaysacramento.com/production/beetlejuice/
https://www.broadwaysacramento.com/production/mj/
https://www.broadwaysacramento.com/production/back-to-the-future-2/
https://www.broadwaysacramento.com/production/hells-kitchen/
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urn your pet into a full-blown cover model with PosingPig. 3 C?
com. Simply choose your preferred style and size, upload g 4
a favorite photo, and their artists do the rest—expertly '?} It Eg,

transforming Fluffy into a glossy magazine-cover star worthy of . o .
a double take. It’s playful, personal, and guaranteed to get laughs I eave it to a raccoon to inspire a great cause. This tongue-

(and maybe a little pride) from any pet parent. A truly purrr-fect in-cheek tee from Virginia Distillery Co. plays off a real-
holiday gift for the animal lovers on your list. world mishap—when a curious raccoon helped itself to the

Design your pet's cover here. distillery’s whisky supply—and turns it into a charming, “Raccoon
sy Approved Whisky” design that’s equal parts mischief and heart.
Printed on a super-soft Comfort Colors ivory pocket T-shirt, it’s
relaxed, wearable, and guaranteed to spark conversation. Even
better, every shirt sold supports local animal shelters, proving

that sometimes a little liquor store chaos can lead to something
genuinely good. A fun gift with a feel-good payoff—and no raccoons
were judged in the making of it. Get yours today before they are sold out.

SYDN\E CHRISTMAS

L

{:1"

TeePublic is a treasure trove of wearable wit and sip-worthy

humor. The site is packed with artist-designed T-shirts, mugs,
hoodies, stickers, and home goods that celebrate everything from
pop culture obsessions to perfectly unfiltered sarcasm. Whether
it's a laugh-out-loud coffee mug that speaks your mood before
caffeine kicks in, or a T-shirt that feels like an inside joke waiting
to happen, TeePublic makes it easy to give something personal,
playful, and genuinely fun. It's the kind of place where you don’t
just buy a gift — you find something that fits. Coffee Mug page:

If your gift list leans quirky, funny, or just delightfully offbeat,

1

winner Sydnie Christmas with “My Way,” her debut album

packed with soaring vocals, timeless classics, a few fresh
favorites, and yes—there’s even a Christmas track tucked in for
good measure. Whether you're gifting it to a fellow music lover
or treating yourself, My Way is available as an MP3 or old-school
physical CD on Amazon. Cue the applause—and click away.

Re experience the jaw-dropping talent of Britain’s Got Talent

@ Outword Magazine 782 « December 11, 2025 - December 25, 2025 outwordmagazine.com


https://www.teepublic.com/mug/72640888-f-caw-f
https://www.customink.com/fundraising/raccoonapproved?fbclid=IwY2xjawOe8MFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF4ZElEMDVCdzlabDgydkttc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHjUMj9fB-dbRXTWP3CUn2iHKA_7WrSu_P1gOdUS98xt4wMuyXp9O4APJnnh8_aem_6VLYyMVY_0qOiD0zbl3s3g
https://www.amazon.com/My-Way-Sydnie-Christmas/dp/B0D8S522FD/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2AJ4DFHJJG1XN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.17K3biSA1UxA2hYMFAZc70r2b_NHxirDNa0utW7uiyM.GfZQmWONOi3mwbgqBZ8exJWCRAW20IzJvlmqnrn3ZoM&dib_tag=se&keywords=sydnie+christmas+my+way+cd&qid=1764699328&sprefix=Sydnie+Christmas%2Caps%2C144&sr=8-1
https://www.posingpig.com/?utm_medium=paid&utm_source=fb&utm_id=120235172892010552&utm_content=120235173082970552&utm_term=120235172892030552&utm_campaign=120235172892010552&fbclid=IwY2xjawOgRD9leHRuA2FlbQEwAGFkaWQBqyn0LmdLOHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7olzH0fCoUboNdq21n3_104TiBkDppBUGQrkzJmAB9WAfAW85TgF1s8102Ng_aem_s5H70xWIavFGsgTRLZJboQ
https://www.customink.com/fundraising/raccoonapproved?fbclid=IwY2xjawOe8MFleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF4ZElEMDVCdzlabDgydkttc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHjUMj9fB-dbRXTWP3CUn2iHKA_7WrSu_P1gOdUS98xt4wMuyXp9O4APJnnh8_aem_6VLYyMVY_0qOiD0zbl3s3g
https://www.amazon.com/My-Way-Sydnie-Christmas/dp/B0D8S522FD/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2AJ4DFHJJG1XN&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.17K3biSA1UxA2hYMFAZc70r2b_NHxirDNa0utW7uiyM.GfZQmWONOi3mwbgqBZ8exJWCRAW20IzJvlmqnrn3ZoM&dib_tag=se&keywords=sydnie+christmas+my+way+cd&qid=1764699328&sprefix=Sydnie+Christmas%2Caps%2C144&sr=8-1
https://www.posingpig.com/?utm_medium=paid&utm_source=fb&utm_id=120235172892010552&utm_content=120235173082970552&utm_term=120235172892030552&utm_campaign=120235172892010552&fbclid=IwY2xjawOgRD9leHRuA2FlbQEwAGFkaWQBqyn0LmdLOHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7olzH0fCoUboNdq21n3_104TiBkDppBUGQrkzJmAB9WAfAW85TgF1s8102Ng_aem_s5H70xWIavFGsgTRLZJboQ
https://www.teepublic.com/mug/72640888-f-caw-f

HEALTH & WELLNESS EXPO

February 3, 2026
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SCAN Below for more /,_\ )
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. ks W v Ve FREE to attend Expo and
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Interested in a Booth or becoming a Sponsor?
Contact Fred Palmer today

Fred.Palmer@RainbowChamber.com

www.RainbowChamber.com

Pucci’s PHARMACY OUtWOFd ‘%E’ Dignity Health.

* SACRAMENTCYS PRESCRIPTION CENTER SINCE 1930 » digital me dia ‘ A member of CommonSpirit


mailto:fred.palmer@rainbowchamber.com
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" 1%t [Start Your Engines! RuPaul's
s Drag Race Season 18

he Werk Room doors are about to swing open once again.

RuPaul’s Drag Race returns for its highly anticipated Season

18, premiering Friday, January 2 at 8:00 PM ET/PT on MTV
with supersized 90-minute episodes — and the stakes have never
been higher.

IN SHADY TIMES,
LET THERE BE LIGHT.

ll allk

DRAG RACE

Friday Jan 2 | Bp
New Season

This season introduces 14 brand-new queens, each ready to bring charisma, creativity, and
plenty of nerve as they compete for the crown of “America’s Next Drag Superstar.” On the
line is a $200,000 cash prize, an official makeup collaboration with Anastasia Beverly Hills
Cosmetics, and, of course, a permanent place in Drag Race herstory.

The premiere kicks off with a fittingly celebratory challenge titled “Reclaim! Renew!
Rejoice!” As a love letter to Drag Race legends who paved the way, the queens will dig into
the show’s iconic vaults, transforming leftover treasures into signature looks that honor the
past while staking a claim on the future. Expect drama, imagination, and more than a few
gasp-worthy reveals.

And when the runway lights dim, the drama doesn't stop. RuPaul’s Drag Race: Untucked,
the Emmy®-winning aftershow, premieres immediately after at 9:30 PM ET/PT, offering a
behind-the-scenes look at backstage tensions, alliances, and raw reactions.

Fans can get a head start today by heading to the RuPaul’s Drag Race YouTube channel to
“Meet the Queens,” featuring individual interviews and official Season 18 images. Get ready
— a new era of drag excellence is about to begin. Check out the RuPaul’s Drag Race YouTube
channel here.

Christmas Gomes

Early Thanks to

Randy Rainbow! ,
he fearlessly funny L
Randy Rainbow strikes
again with another

. ALL TIPS WILL GO TO LSyt
' : 2 | parody, just in time for
5 | the holidays. Cleverly (and
S U N BU R—%T W . i | profanely) altering the lyrics
3 & | of “It's Beginning to Look
p rOJ e C S e B | Alot Like Christmas,” Randy

. : skewers Trump, Hegseth,
. A Ray of Sunshine in the HIV cnmmunity MTG, Al and everything

SH OWTIME apm (BT o,
% | on. Feel free to skip past VS ALOT LIKE %
his commercial for Ground
News, but do not miss
Randy’s latest laugh-fest,
which is guaranteed to put
a smile on your face: Click

S AR gmnv ~—RANDY RAINBOW EﬂHE PARODY

k'

e
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1yala3B_qc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1yala3B_qc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1yala3B_qc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTNJQb2fV8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTNJQb2fV8I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yTNJQb2fV8I
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SKY RIVER

CASINDO

PLAY & DINE
OFF HWY 99

SkyRiver.com | HWY 99 | Elk Grove
Must be 21+. Gambling problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.



https://www.skyriver.com
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It's A Gountry Ghristmas This Year!
Plus, A Very Jonas Christmas Album .........

here are only a handful of new holiday albums this year, but

country fans will be happy as a hog in mud. In addition to

the three country albums below, fans of holiday music can BRID PATSIEY LEANN RIMES
enjoy the soundtrack from “A Very Jonas Christmas Movie.”

A

—

TRI%WOO SNOW GLOBE TOWN LeAnn Rimes -

Greatest Hits Christmas

Rimes collects her favorites from
past holiday projects, along with a
few new songs for a generous
16-song set just in time for

GRLCATEST HITS CHEISTMAS

ra-....r'\-c —J‘f s mf e
Brad Paisley - Snow Globe Town
This country king wrote 8
Trisha Yearwood - Christmastime original songs for his new holiday

A Very Jonas Christmas Movie - | One of my favorite country queens has album, which also features 8 classic . , .
Oﬁg,-rgall Soundtrack a brand-new holiday album out, and she holiday tunes, including “The thtrﬁs‘[rlgalsl. %t‘e‘lgdlo%ts ini\l/}ldg Car(’),l
The boys are back with a Disney is accompanied by a symphony orchestra Christmas Song,” “Jingle Bell Rock,” ‘(‘)Y ¢ 3 I\S/I e(:ieC}rla' et ¢ Sf“e’
holidav film and new music to go with it on all 12 tracks, including favorites such “The First Noel,” “O Holy Night,” ou and e and LArisimas,
ucay | . & « ; » “Qunr Want A Hippopotamus For
this Christmas. The movie may be a as S’anta Claus Is Coming to TOXV‘I‘L and more. “Snow Globe Town” even Christmas” and Dave Aude’s remix
guilty pleasure for diehard fans, but the You're a Mean One, Mr. Grinch,” “Blue includes two songs from the new f “Rockin’ Around The Christ
music is catchy as heck, with seven Christmas,” and “Cool Yule.” Husband Hallmark Christmas movie, “A '(l)“ree ockin: Around 1he Lristmas
brand new songs, two live cuts, and their G?‘rth Brooks even shows up to du?t Grand Ole Opry Christmas.” :
Christmas single from 2019, for a total of }"Vlth Yearwgod on the very rgmantlc
ten tasty tracks. Merry Christmas, Valentine.
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Health and Body
Special Issue

Email, Today
fred@outwordihagazine.com
916-329=9280 1 Artwork Deadline Street Date
\ December 29 January 8, 2026
www.outwordmagazine.com
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CA Museum Celebrates The Black Panthers
Plus, “Black Artists in America” at the Crocker

lack artists and Black activists are currently featured in

exhibits at two of Sacramento’s most prestigious museums,

but you will have to act fast to catch them before they close.
Read on for details.

CELEBRATING THE
SPIRIT OF THE BLACK PANTHERS
IN PORTRAITS AND STORIES

CA Museum

“Revolutionary Grain: Celebrating the Spirit of the Black Panthers in Portraits and Stories”
continues at CA Museum through Dec. 14, 2025.

Featuring 42 portraits and personal stories, “Revolutionary Grain” presents former Black
Panthers who continue to make a difference in their communities as lawyers, social workers,
teachers, and political activists.

Photographer Susanna Lucia Lamaina’s contemporary portraits of these activists give a
glimpse into their lives and careers after they left the Party.

The exhibition is a compelling look at the enduring legacies of rank-and-file Black Panther
members who changed history and dedicated their lives to community service.

For more information: https://californiamuseum.org

THE VENUE

— AT THUNDER VALLEY

Crocker Museum

“Black Artists in America: From the Bicentennial to September 11” is an exhibition
exploring works by Black artists made during the transitional moment from the late 1970s to
the dawn of the 21st century.

The exhibition picks up where the Dixon Gallery and Gardens’ 2023 exhibition “Black
Artists in America: From Civil Rights to the Bicentennial” - on view at the Crocker in early
2024 and the second in a three-part series - left off.

The third chapter of the exhibition continues to consider the ways in which Black
American artists challenged the cultural, environmental, political, racial, and social issues of
the last decades of the 20th century.

The exhibition is curated by Dr. Earnestine Lovelle Jenkins and includes more than 50
paintings, sculptures, and works on paper from public and private collections across the
country.

“Black Artists in America” is on view through Jan. 11, 2026. To learn more,
go to: www.crockerart.org

PATTILABELLE & GLADYS KNIGHT
JANUARY 17 = 7:30PM

ALT 94.7 PRESEMTS ELECTRIC CHRISTMAS LEO KU
ALLABOUTLOVE

DECEMBER 20 « 7:30PM

JAMNET JACKSON
DECEMBER 27 = BPM

WITH ALMOST MOMDAY & OUT IN FRONT
DECEMBER 11 = 7TPM

LAUREN DAIGLE
THE EEHOLD CHRISTMAS TOUR
DECEMBER 12+ 8PM DURAN DURAN

JAHUARY 9 = BPM

THERESA CAPUTO
LIVE! THE EXPERIEMCE
JAHUARY 10 = 8PM

ALT #4.7 PRESENTS ELECTRIC CHRISTMAS
SUBLIME
WITHBAD SUNS & ARDEM PARK ROOTS
DECEMBER 13 = 7TPM

IR0 THURSDAY *30 TRIBUTE SERIES
ROCK MONSTERZ
805 ROCK TRIBUTE
DECEMBER 18 = 7:30PM

IR0 THURSDAY *30 TRIBUTE SERIES
YICTORTREVINO JR.
THE LILTIMATE ELVIS EXPERIENCE

JANUARY 15 = 7:30PM

CEDRIC THE ENTERTAINER
JAHUARY 16 = BPM

TONY HINCHCLIFFE
DECEMBER 19 = 8PM

FORACOMPLETELIST OF PERFORMANCES YISIT THUNDERVALLEYRESORT.COM

outwordmagazine.com

TICKETS ON SALE NOW

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE THUMDER VALLEY BOX OFFICE
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IRD THURSDAY $30 TRIBUTE SERIES
JOURMNEY REVISITED & CCSEGER
TRIBUTE TO JOURNEY, BOB SEGER & CCR
FEBRUARY 19 = T.30PM

HACKENLEEWITH
KEN & SAMMY
BESTWISHES 2026
FEBRUARY 21+ 7:30PM

BOY GEORGE &
CULTURE CLUB
WITH MARTHA WASH
MARCH 13 « T-30PM

DIRTY HEADS
WITHSPECIAL GUEST ROME

JANUARY 23 « T:30PM

DANIELTOSH
JAHUARY 24 « BPM

BRAD PAISLEY
TRUCK STILLWORKS WORLD TOUR
JAHUARY 30« 7:30PM

HALESTORM
WITH SORRY X
FEBRUARY 6= 7:30PM

3RO THURSDAY $30 TRIBUTE SERIES
WHEN DOVES CRY
THE PRINCE TRIBUTE SHOW
MARCH19 * T:30PM

AARON LEWIS AND
THE STATELINERS
2026 AMERICAN TOUR

MARCH 21+« 8PM

VALENTINE'S JAM ‘26
FEATURING JOE, MYA STOKLEY
& MONTELL JORDAN

FEERUARY 7+ TPM

ALAMIS MORISSETTE
FEERUARY 13 » 8PM

A
J‘fﬁt THUNDER VALLEY
/ CASINO-RESORT

OR AT THUNDERVALLEYRESORT.COM
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“annv “0lldav3! 0“I & nhout with Matthew Burlingame

s the holiday season arrives, may your days be warm, joyful and filled with the people and traditions you love. This time of year

is also a wonderful opportunity to support the heartbeat of our community—local shops, makers and small businesses that rely

on seasonal cheer. And if youre able, consider donating to smaller charities whose impact is direct, personal and deeply needed.
Together, we can spread generosity, strengthen our neighborhoods and make the season a little brighter for all.

Annual Toy Drive

# WEAVE -

Please bring a new, unwrapped
toy for WEAVE's
Hollday Toy Shoppel
Toys for all kids and
gender-neutral toys as well.

Friday, December 12

Dec. 12

Join us at Outword’s monthly happy hour
Friday, Dec.12 at 2003 K St. for a dose of
Liquid Therapy! enjoy the fun from 5:30-7
p.m., with chances to win prizes and enjoy
drink specials. Reconnect with old friends
and make new ones. Badlandssac.com

The Sacramento Ballet’s holiday classic,

“The Nutcracker,” returns to the SAFE Credit
Union Performing Arts Center, 1301 L St. for
a magical run from Dec. 12-21, 2025. The
beloved Tchaikovsky score will be performed
live by the Sacramento Philharmonic and
Opera. The final performance takes place
Sunday, Dec. 21, 2025, offering a festive
finale to the season. Sacballet.org

Sunrise Rollerland hosts a “Stranger Things”
Finale Skate Party from 7 to 10 p.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 12, at 6001 Sunrise Vista Dr. in
Citrus Heights. Fans can roll into the Upside
Down with ’80s music, retro vibes and a
character costume contest with prizes. Skat-
ers of all ages are invited to celebrate the hit
show’s finale in true Hawkins style.
Sunrisemarketplace.com

@ Outword Magazine

2003 k street = Sacramento
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Dec. 13

The Sacramento Santa Parade brings holiday
cheer to downtown on Saturday, Dec. 13, cir-
cling Capitol Park at 1300 L St. Festive fans
are invited to bundle up, line the route and
enjoy Santa, seasonal floats and community
performers. With everyone welcome and
spirits high, it’s a perfect reason to celebrate
the season—especially if the weather cooper-
ates.

The Community Art & Craft Faire returns
Saturday, Dec. 13, from 8 am. to 2 p.m. at

*1 the First United Methodist Church, 2100 ]
| St., with entry on the west side of the church

along 21st Street. Shoppers can explore
handcrafted goods from local artisans,
discover one-of-a-kind gifts and enjoy a
cheerful indoor market.

Dec. 16

Get into the holiday spirit on Tuesday, Dec.
16, when Cirque Musica Holiday Wonder-
land comes to the Harris Center for the

Arts, 10 College Parkway in Folsom. With
shows at 3:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m., the all-new
production blends world-class acrobatics,
soaring aerial artistry and beloved seasonal
music. Harriscenter.net

782 « December 11, 2025 - December 25, 2025

Dec. 19

Naughty—A Leather Christmas Party heats
up at 9 p.m. Friday, Dec. 19, at The Bolt,
2560 Boxwood St. Guests are invited to
show off festive kink, donate canned goods
for a raffle, and enjoy jello shots. Special
guests include Leather Santa Korey and
Bootblack Boi Rae. Proceeds support the
Gender Health Center and the Mr. Bolt
travel fund.

Dec. 20

NorCal Resist will host its Winter Coat &
Toy Drive on Dec. 20, 2025, from 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m. at 2775 Cottage Way. Community
members are invited to drop off new coats,
toys and holiday backpack items—no sign-up
required. The drive supports families served
by NorCal Resist, offering a simple way to
spread warmth and joy during the winter
season. Norcalresist.org

Dec. 23

The Crest Sacramento hosts EIf at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 23, at 1013 K St. The holiday
favorite follows Buddy, a human raised at
the North Pole, whose oversized antics send
him on a journey to discover his real family.
The 97-minute 2003 classic brings festive
laughter, heart and Christmas cheer to the
big screen. Crestsacramento.com

Continuing

The Folsom Historic District Ice Rink is back
for the season, transforming Historic Folsom
into a winter wonderland through Jan. 19.
The rink, presented by Kaiser Permanente, is
open daily at 905 Leidesdorff St., with spar-
kling lights, festive music and themed skate
sessions. Visitors can pre-purchase tickets,
classes and event passes. Folsomicerink.com

Upcoming

Comedy legend Cedric The Entertainer
brings his signature wit and charm to The
Venue at Thunder Valley Casino Resort in
Lincoln on Friday, Jan. 16, 2026, at 8 p.m.
Known for his quick humor and larger-than-
life personality, Cedric promises a night

of nonstop laughter. Tickets are available
through Ticketmaster and the venue’s box
office. Thundervalleyresort.com

Do you have events, birthdays, or announce-
ments to share? Feel free to send them to
matthewburlingame@gmail.com.

outwordmagazine.com
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so Manv Movles’ so ll“le Time by Chris Narloch

ovie studios routinely release a flood of films in December,
and this year is no exception. Even a movie fan like me
struggles to keep up with the glut of new titles in theaters,
all of them hoping to make money at the holiday box office or
perhaps score awards in the new year.
Below are my reviews of the films I did have time to see recently,
and several of them are probably Oscar-bound.
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Wake Up Dead Man

The third installment in the “Knives Out” franchise is yet another winner for Rian
Johnson, the fiendishly clever creator of the TV series “Poker Face.” His new “Knives Out”
mystery stars a Hollywood “who’s who” cast that includes Glenn Close, Jeremy Renner,
Thomas Haden Church, Mila Kunis, Kerry Washington, Josh O’Connor, Jeffrey Wright,
Andrew Scott, and Josh Brolin as a super-mean priest (and the unfortunate dead man in
the film’s title). Holding all three movies together is Daniel Craig as the gay super-sleuth,
Benoit Blanc—how could he not be gay with a name like that? Twist after twist, plus crazy
characters who are all suspects, and super-fun performances - that is the successful recipe
that makes these movies such delicious fun. In limited theatrical release before its debut
on Netflix this Dec. 12.

= ‘ ¥
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Rental Family

After winning an Oscar for his fine work in the super-depressing drama “The Whale,”
Brendan Fraser returns with this sweetly moving dramedy about an American actor
who accepts an unusual gig in Tokyo, working for a “rental family” agency, playing
stand-in roles for total strangers. Naturally, our hero cannot help but get close to his
clients, who hire him to be a grieving mourner at a funeral or a supportive partner, etc.
Fraser’s innate likability is a perfect fit for the role, and the film successfully explores
themes of loneliness, family, and the search for purpose in modern life. Sadly, “Rental
Family” has not found much of an audience in movie theaters thanks to a very poor
promotional campaign. Don’t miss it once it starts streaming.

outwordmagazine.com
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Sentimental Value

This new Norwegian film from director Joachim Trier is the rare European drama
with a happy ending, and it deserves all the acclaim and awards buzz it has received.
Stellan Skarsgard stars (and is terrific) as an aging movie director attempting to make a
comeback with a new film based on his complicated family history. He has a fraught
relationship with both of his daughters, one of whom he asks to star in the movie. She
declines and instead, dad casts an American starlet (Elle Fanning) in the lead role. All
four lead actors are superb, and “Sentimental Value” could find itself nominated for
several Oscars next year, if there is any justice.

Hamnet

This magnificent movie is probably the main competition for a Best Picture
Oscar next year, if Paul Thomas Anderson’s “One Battle After Another” fails to win
that award. Writer/director Chloe Zhao, who did excellent work on “The Rider” and
“Nomadland” and then made the truly awful “Eternals,” returns to form with this
gorgeous story of love and loss, inspired by the creation of William Shakespeare’s
timeless masterpiece, “Hamlet.” The great Jessie Buckley stars in the movie, along
with the equally wonderful Paul Mescal, Emily Watson, and Joe Alwyn. Do not miss
this movie.

Note: All four of these films were still playing at Sacramento’s Tower Theatre
when this Issue of Outword was published.
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¥* Reach Out to a
j‘ . Community that LOVES
iy | to Travel
’

Whether it's a quick weekend escape or a leisurely two-week
adventure abroad, LGBTQ+ travelers are always ready to pack a
bag and “get away from it all” From Sacramento, it’s easy to hop
a flight to Vegas or head up to Lake Tahoe for a scenic retreat. If

your business wants to welcome these travelers—and capture

their attention—make sure they know it.
Advertise with Outword today.
Outword fred@outwordmagazine.com
v 916-329-9280 :
digital media % ".'-'

Sacramento’s only online E .

LGBTQ+ Publication Read Outword for Free Online
Scan this thingy ’

Call or Email Fred Toda
om [

www.outwordmagazine.com

LGBTQ+ Friendly

DVD Sales & Rentals
Magazines
Toys
Leather
Lingerie
Novelties
Gifts
Accessories

Knowledgeable
& Helpful Staff

= 2531 Broadway
(at 26th St. in Sacramento)

(916) 736-3467
Open 9AM-1AM daily

@ Outword Magazine
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he I Support LGBT “Special
I Handmade Winter Scarf

(B1G1)” is more than just
a cozy accessory — it’s a gift that
wraps warmth, pride, and purpose
into one. Soft, oversized, and
crafted to be worn casually or
dressed up, this scarf combines
everyday comfort with visible
solidarity. With a portion of
proceeds directed toward LGBTQ+
advocacy and safe-space initiatives,
gifting this scarf signals support
for acceptance and inclusiveness.
Wrapped in subtle-pride colors, it
makes a thoughtful, meaningful
stocking stuffer — perfect for
friends or loved ones who value
identity, community, and kindness
as much as style.

click here to order

NOBODY" S
GIRL

Virginia Roberts
Giuffre

lip something powerful into that stocking. Nobody’s Girl:
S A Memoir of Surviving Abuse and Fighting for Justice by

Virginia Roberts Giuffre is a searing, unforgettable look
at how an ordinary teen was pulled into Jeffrey Epstein and
Ghislaine Maxwell’s world—and how she fought her way out to
become a leading voice for survivors. Published posthumously,
the book preserves Giuffre’s own words and courage, shining
a light on trafficking, power, and what it really takes to push
back against people who think theyre untouchable. This isn’t a
“cozy by the fire” read, but for the true-crime and social-justice
lover on your list, it’s the kind of gift that lingers long after the
wrapping paper is gone.

outwordmagazine.com
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Memes trom Facebook

The Halfway Post
@HalfwayPost

BREAKING: A televangelist from
Louisiana claims Taylor Swift's new
album is "brainwashing an army of
young women and girls into feminist
freedom fighters to someday
conquer the United States and
enslave all the men and peg them."

IN GERMANY NEW DOG OWNERS MUST
PASS A WRITTEN AND PRACTICL TEST T

1LY GAN GARE rUn H Noem to Trump: “Sir, you made it through
RESPNNSIRIY hurricane season without a hurricane. You kept
the hurricanes away. We appreciate that.”
‘% AKKi
iy @Akkiwritz
Q: How many Republicans does it

‘ ‘ take to change a light bulb?

A: Republicans don't change light
Of course Costco is anti-Trump: bulbs. They hide the ladders, sell the

- $1.50 hot dog and $5 rotisserie bulbs, blame Democrats for the dark,
chicken for life and send thoughts and prayers to

- Free samples at all times anyone who trips. Yes, she really said that during a two hour marathon of
12/2/18, 7:29 AM cabinet members out doing each other in praising Trump.

- No plastic bags and recycling she won.

everywhere.

Their whole entire business model is :
based on accessibility, something _ ditchpony
Republicans will never understand. @ditchpony.bsky.social
anajasmine et .
e claustrophobia is so stupid. let Santa
OHEN get married.
December 2, 2024 at 9:04 AM

Everybody can reply

F- Jonathan Edward Durham @ 1.9K reposts 54 quotes 9.2K likes

30 oihsone:

Cat owners: this is little miss princess

buttercup, we found her in an alley

behind an Arby's, she's currently

awaiting extradition to The Hague for Health insurance companies shouldn't even

her crimes, has threatened my life on be a thing anymore. It's time for Medicare for
several occasions, and I'm terrified of All

going home most days. She is the light
of my life.
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ADULT STORES

LAMOUR SHOPPE

2531 Broadway, 916-736-34671
e et

TRI COUNTIES BANK
www.tricountiesbank.com

BARS / CLUBS

BADLANDS
2003 K St., 916-441-6823 SacBadlands.com

THE DEPOT
2001 K St., Sac, 916-441-6823 TheDepot.net

CHIROPRACTORS
HEALING TOUCH CHIROPRACTIC

ALPHABE T

www.FixMyBack.com

COUNSELING

WEAVE
916-920-2952 (24/7)
Wwww.weaveinc.org

DENTISTRY

ERIC GROVE, DDS

KENDALL HOMER, DMD

9216 Kiefer Blvd,, STE 5

916-363-9171 - grovehomerdentists.com

DINING/BEVERAGES

ROSCOE'S BAR & BURGERS
916-898-3631
Roscoes916.com

SCOTT’S SEAFOOD - ON THE RIVER
916-379-5959
ScottsSeafoodontheRiver.com

FINANCIAL PLANNING

V. iFos STEELE FINANCIAL PARTNERS
' udy Steele, Financial Advisor

916-846-7733
wwwisteelefinancial.org

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

HEALTH SERVICES

RIVER BEND MEDICAL ASSOC.
www.rbmafamilydocs.com

The Mo dern D“‘j

Ko\;ber Barons
of Manhattan

BANKS / CREDIT UNIONS

Dr. Darrick Lawson, 1210 G Street, 916-447-3344

4 Advertisers with a contract of four months or more.

HOME CLEANING

HOUSE 2 OM
916-833-8510
info@house-2-om.com

LIBRARIES

FRIENDS OF THE SAC. PUBLIC LIBRARY

8250 Belvedere, Ste. E,
916-731-8493

MUSEUMS

CROCKER ART MUSEUM
916-808-7000
CrockerArt.org

OPTOMETRY

CAMERON YEE, O.D.
6407 Riverside Blvd., 916-395-0673
DrCameronYee@aol.com

PERFORMING ARTS
BROADWAY SACRAMENTO

Safe Credit Union Performing Arts Center
916-557-1999

BroadwaySacramento.com

MONDAVI CENTER
UC Davis
mondaviarts.org

PEST MANAGEMENT

EARTH GUARD PEST SERVICES
916-457-7605
contact@earthguardpest.com

PHARMACY

PUCCI'S PHARMACY
3257 Folsom Blvd,, 916-442-5891
WWwWw.puccirx.com

REAL ESTATE

COLDWELL BANKER
Mark T. Peters, 916-600-2039
www.MarkPeters.biz

MCMARTIN REALTY
Brian McMartin, 916-402-4160
brian@brianmcmartin.com
McMartinRealty.com

THERAPY & WELLNESS

SNAILS PACE
Dr. Ryan Cheperka
SnailsPaceTherapy.com

Don’t Miss A Thing

special

Subscribe to our online digital version for free!
Each issue. Twice a month - also free.
Plus So Much More!
Scan this QR code fo sign up for our email blast list.

www.castrocreeper.com

@ Outword Magazine 782 « December 11, 2025 - December 25, 2025

VOTE WITH
YOUR WALLET

Support the businesses
that support our

community.

Spend you
money with the
advertisers here
in Outword.

outwordmagazine.com
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Large

Make a splash and advertise your business
with a full page ad in the pages of
Outword! (Which includes our free online
versions as well)

For a limited time you can upgrade your
smaller ad to a full page, for half off the
regular rate. If you are not a current
advertiser, you can get this deal too!

All you have to do is call Fred.

And if you need design help, we can
arrange that too!

outWord

Years 916.329.9280

fred@outwordmagazine.com scan me fo
y . email Fred
www.outwordmagazine.com
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